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We all want to be responsible pet owners but what 

does the word responsible mean when applied to 

how we care for our beloved pets? No doubt, 

there are as many definitions as there are breeds 

of dogs and colors of cats. Here is my personal 

top 10 list of ñessential responsibilities,ò all of 

which have been gleaned from three decades of 

work as a small-animal veterinarian. 

 

1) Believe in ñTill Death Do Us Partò: When 

you adopt a pet, you are committing to care for 

the animal for its entire life. Now, we all know 

that life has a way of changing unexpectedly. 

Should your ability to care for your pet change, or 

if your pet has the potential to live for many               

decades (such as a parrot or tortoise), your       

responsibility should be to carefully plan who will 

be the next care provider for your pet. 

 

2) Know itôs ñFor Better or Worseò: Just as in 

human relationships, commitment to a pet is to 

provide love and care ñfor better or for worse.ò 

Undoubtedly, there will be struggles - delayed 

house training, separation anxiety, destroyed             

furniture, chronic health issues (no doubt, you can 

add to this list). When opening your home and 

your heart to an animal, be willing and prepared 

to invest the time, energy and financial resources 

necessary to successfully manage any rough 

spots. Such challenges are a normal part of life. 

The silver lining is that they help us appreciate 

and enjoy the smooth times so much more. 

 

3) Guarantee Food and Shelter: Perhaps the 

most obvious responsibility on this list, provision 

of the basic necessities of life, is an important 

one. Water and nutritious food are a must, as is 

protection from the elements. Here is where I will 

present my plug for 

providing shelter with-

in the home. Given the 

choice, I firmly believe 

that the vast majority 

of dogs and cats would 

prefer to be housed 

indoors, living side-by-

side with their favorite 

humans. From their perspec-

tive, a bed in the garage or a 

doghouse in the backyard is                  

invariably a second choice. 

 

4) Provide Emotional Nutrition: The kitty who 

persistently meows at an unanswered door and the 

dog who is chained to a tree in the yard are both 

in heartbreakingly inhumane situations. The need 

for emotional nourishment is just as great (if not 

greater) than the need for what is in the food 

bowl. Every animalôs emotional needs are                    

different, but every animal deserves to have their 

emotional needs fulfilled. Your responsibility is to 

recognize and fill such needs (overfilling is                

perfectly acceptable!). 

 

5) Commit to Preventative Health Care: here is 

a rather long ñto doò list when it comes to                                  

proactively preserving your petôs health.                       

Protection from harm, balanced nutrition, exercise 

and regular checkups are a good start to any list. I 

encourage you to work with your veterinarian to 

create your own ñto doò list for your pets. 

 

6) Practice Responsible Parenting: If I                      

possessed a magic wand, I would personally like 

to see all the homeless animals in this country 

placed in loving homes before any more dogs or 

cats are bred. Without that magic wand in hand, 

my best bet is to appeal to you to do whatever it 

takes to prevent your pet from reproducing. If you 

are not convinced this is an important issue, I  

encourage you to visit your local animal shelter or 

Petfinder.com to see for yourself how many pets 

are currently homeless. 

 

7) Ensure Your Petôs Safe Return: Should the 

unthinkable happen and your pet becomes lost, 

the likelihood of a happy ending is greatly                 

enhanced if he or she has been microchipped (and 

the microchip registry has your current contact 

information). Another critical safeguard is a collar 

sporting a current identification tag.  
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Puppy Mill Awareness - September 16, 2017  

Puppy mills are inhumane commercial puppy-

breeding facilities that value profits over the 

health or well-being of the dogs used as breeding 

stock.  They sell their "product"  to pet stores, on-

line, in classified ads and at dog auctions. Com-

mercial puppy-breeding is a multi-billion dollar 

industry.  And it's an ugly one.  People we talk to 

are always surprised to learn that it exists and that 

it is legal.  But the fact is, dogs are considered 

"livestock" in the eyes of our federal government 

(Animal Welfare Act), and are regulated by the 

Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The law 

allows a level of care that most people would not 

consider humane. Commercial puppy-breeders 

take advantage of this to maximize their profit at 

the expense of the welfare of the dogs, inhumane-

ly confined and bred continuously until their          

feeble bodies give out.  They hide the truth from 

the public by selling their puppies to unsuspect-

ing consumers through pet stores, websites and 

classified ads, refusing to reveal where or how 

the puppy was born and raised. Puppy mills are 

cruel and inhumane: Right now, hundreds of 

thousands of adult dogs, used as breeding stock, 

are suffering on the "production lines" in puppy 

mills.  Best estimates place that number around 

800,000!  They are treated like products, not           

living beings, and their health and welfare are 

disregarded to maintain a low overhead and  

maximize profit.  Mills range in size, some have 

as few as 10 breeding dogs and others have more 

than a thousand breeding dogs packed into              

deplorable spaces. The life of a mill dog is one 

of intense suffering: It's legal to 

confine adult breeding dogs to 

small, wire-bottomed cages, only 6 

inches longer than the dog on all 

sides, often stacked on top of other 

cages, for life.  They live in              

overcrowded, squalid conditions, 

neglected, starved and left sick and 

injured without medical care or 

relief from overwhelming 

pain.  Most females are bred as 

frequently as possible, with no  

recovery time in between litters, 

and when they are no longer able 

to "produce" they are discarded 

like garbage.  Recent studies            

confirm that dogs confined in                

puppy mills for breeding purposes demonstrate 

impaired health and diminished welfare and carry 

emotional scars for years. Puppy mills are legal: 

Puppy mills are regulated by the government 

(USDA).  However, standards are not meant to 

ensure a good life for dogs.  They are only meant 

to impose bare minimum of care requirements, 

which most would not consider humane.  Fewer 

than 3,000 of the estimated 10,000 mills are                 

registered and licensed by the USDA.  Most go 

unregulated.  Missouri is the leading puppy mill 

state. While the Midwest has the highest concen-

tration, puppy mills operate in many states.             

Puppy mills are a billion dollar industry:   
Puppy mills sell their "product" all over the  

country through retail pet stores, internet sites 

and classified ads.  The estimated number of  

puppy mill puppies sold annually (both USDA-

licensed and non-USDA-licensed) is 2.4                 

million.  Mills focus on quantity, not quality,  

consequently mill puppies are often sold with an 

illness, congenital defects and behavioral issues. 

Pet Stores deceive the public about their 

"product": Most people don't want to believe it, 

but that cute puppy in the pet store came from a 

puppy mill and the mother is still there, suffering 

endlessly, forced to breed yet another litter.  In 

fact, recent undercover investigations by HSUS 

revealed that 99% of the puppies for sale origi-

nated from mills.  They may be USDA licensed 

breeders, even provide "pure bred" papers, but 

they are still deplorable mills.    
            Source: nationalpuppymillproject.org 



 

 

 

The Original B.A.A.C. Woofstock 2017  

I am not a Dog Park advocate.  

What a night it was! Our first Woofstock at the Outer Space in Hamden and it was amazing! The Outer Space 

was a great setting with craft beer, bar, great food, and an outdoor patio! The bands that volunteered their time 

were amazing Soldiers of Solace, Hair of the Dog featuring members of Naja, Murray the Wheel, Savile Row, 

and Social Convention. They completely rocked the event! And of course our favorite guys - Mike Karolyi and 

Stephen Wayne from iRock Radio were the MCôs for the night! We could not have been more thankful to            

everyone who volunteered their time, worked their butts off and made this event one of the most successful 

Woofstocks thusthus far!  We hope to see and hear all of you at Woofstock 2017! 
 


