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The Holiday Seasons are fast approaching….no matter what holiday you and your family may celebrate.  It is a great time of the year to include your pets in the festivities and to REMEMBER that many things we enjoy can be harmful, or even fatal, to our precious pets.  It as busy, busy time of the year and each year, during the various holiday seasons, a large number of pets are seriously injured or become deathly ill due a variety of holiday dangers.  

Bikers Against Animal Cruelty, Inc. (B.A.A.C.) would like to wish you, your family and your pets a Happy, Safe and Pet Friendly Holiday Season.  Please take the time to read and share our Holiday Pet Safety Tips with your friends and family.  

Holiday Pet Safety Tips

Chocolate – Chocolate can be toxic to our canine companions.  Although it is dangerous year round, it is found in abundance this time of year.  The toxic levels of chocolate per pound of body weight may vary:  Milk Chocolate is about 1 oz and Baker’s Chocolate is about ¼ oz.  Signs of poisoning include vomiting, diarrhea, disorientation and excitability.  Please contact an Animal Poison Control Center and your veterinarian for care emergency instructions.  

Kitchen/Food Hazards – There are many hazards associated with the food.  These are just a few.  

· Cooking Pans can be a big danger to sneaky pets.  Pans with turkey and ham drippings can be easily tipped causing scalding or burns.  If they drippings reach the ground and are cleanup by your pet, they can upset your pet’s digestive system causing very unpleasant outcomes.  

· The temptation to be nice to give your pet a “people” holiday meal may cause havoc on their stomachs.  Many holiday foods are too rich for them to digest.  The consequences may not be very pleasant, especially while company is over.  

· Poultry and pork bones are dangerous.  The can splinter easily which may cause pain, possibly death.  

· Food related gifts should not be wrapped and placed under a tree or within reach of your pet.  That is an open invitation for your pet to tear into the gift and eat it.  This happens often with candy and food related gift baskets.

Decorations – Your pets may think many of the nice decorations or gift-wrappings were put there for their amusement, either to play with or eat.  

· Tinsel, Gift Ribbons and Bows may look great but they are far to enticing for a pet to eat, especially cats.  If eaten, these items can obstruct a pet’s digestive tract and may reappear protruding from your pet’s rectum.  If so, do not pull.  Doing so may cause more harm than good.  Cut the ribbon or tinsel and call your veterinarian.  

· Ornaments can cause irritation of the eyes, skin and gastrointestinal tract if played with or eaten.  

· Keep all electrical cords used for your decorations out of your pet’s reach.  They can be mistaken for chew toys and cause burns, shock or death.  

· Snow globes should be kept far out of your pet’s reach or near a surface edge.  They often contain antifreeze, which is highly poisonous to pets.  

Mistletoe, Poinsettias, Holly and More….Oh Boy! – Great plants to look at and decorate your home with but can prove to be dangerous to your pets.  They should be placed far out of reach from all pets!  If a mishap should occur, consult an Animal Poison Control Center and veterinarian immediately. 

· Mistletoe is the worst of the plants.  It can cause death depending on the amount eaten.  Symptoms include diarrhea, nausea, muscle tremors, seizure and shock.  

· Poinsettia has a milky sap that can irritate the mouth and throat.  Newer varieties are being grown so they are less poisonous to animals but you should still take caution.  

· Holly Berries may cause severe digestive problems and depression of the nervous system.  

· Christmas Trees and Pine Needles – First problem is that tree can be knocked down onto your pet.  Be sure to tightly secure your tree to a wall or ceiling to keep your pets safe and your ornaments in one piece.  Do not allow your pet to drink the tree water since it can cause diarrhea, mouth sores, vomiting and loss of appetite…a tree skirt can help with this temptation.  Pine needles can puncture your pet’s intestines if ingested.  Be sure to keep you home clear of the needles as they fall from the tree.  

Holiday Celebration – Many holidays are celebrated with people coming and going from your home.  Holidays may be celebrated with noise-makers, confetti, rich foods and alcoholic beverages. This may cause your pet stress and digestive issues from either a break in their household routine, being fed “people” food and drinks, cleaning up the floor or by just being overwhelmed.  Instruct your guest to not feed your pets.  Always be aware your pet’s location, demeanor and well-being. 

IMPORTANT - Always contact the Animal Control Center or your veterinarian if your pet has become poisoned or injured.  Keep these numbers on hand!  The number for the ASPCA Animal Control Center’s 24-hour emergency hotline is 1-888-426-4435 or for the North Shore Animal League America and PROSAR International Animal Poison Center is 1-888-232-8870.   For more hazards and safety tips, visit the sites below.  

Your pet is a family member and should always be treated as such…no matter what time of the year.  

Following a few safety tips can help you and your family, fur-kids and all, have a Safe and Happy Holiday Season and New Year!! 

www.peteducation.com/article.cfm?cls=0&cat=1300&articleid=1555
www.1800veterinarian.com/emergency-veterinary-services.html
www.avma.org/communications/brochures/animal_health.asp
www.animed.org
PO Box 68, North Haven, CT  06473
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